


( l ibret to by Nahum Tate) Featur ing eight 
dynamic dancers,  s ix vocal  soloists, 
chorus, and orchestral ensemble, Oberfelder is 
creating a contemporary piece exploring universal 
themes of love and fate through the lens of fame. 
In this updated interpretation of the opera, Dido is 
a movie star who falls for the handsome rock star, 
Aeneas. As they are encouraged to make this splashy 
celebrity relationship work by their entourages, 
Aeneas’ record label and the media plot to tear them 
apart. Dido questions her circumstances and reveals 

true heroism: the balance between love, duty, fate and will. Employing rich visual elements, (set 
concept by Juergen Riehm, photography by Jillian Patterson, visual design by Design Brooklyn, 
lighting by Kathy Kaufmann, costumes by Wade Jensen and Katrin Schnabl) presented in 
a parallel visual narrative and spectacular physicality, this epic is perfect for all audiences.  

Originally commissioned by the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, Dido & Aeneas 
was created during a residency provided by the Joyce Theater Foundation, New York 
City, with major support from The Andrew Mellon 
Foundation.  This work is made possible with 
additional support from the New York Department 
of Cultural Affairs, The Lower Manhattan Cultural 
Council, and the generosity of individual donors. 

Jody Oberfelder combines strength 
and virtuosic movement with levity 
and whimsical physical imagination.
Jody Oberfelder Dance Projects has performed in numerous 
venues in New York City as well as nationally and 
internationally in festivals from Serbia to Korea. Jody’s dance 
film LineAge won a People’s Choice Award from Cinedans 
for 2007, and her other dance films and commercial work 
have been screened worldwide.  Jody has received various 
commissions and university residencies, and is a teaching 
artist for Lincoln Center Institute and The Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s. Jody was also a ‘07-‘08 Joyce Resident Artist. This 
is her first opera.

“One of the funniest modern-dance choreographers in New York,”
- Jennifer Dunning, NY Times

“Spirited and kinetically rich… indomitable power-house of a dancer,”
- Gus Solomons, Dance Magazine

“Exudes a humanism rooted in reality,” 
- Tobi Tobias, The Village Voice

Jody Oberfelder, choreographer, puts a new spin on Henry Purcell’s 
classic opera, Dido & Aeneas.


